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History

1879 Blyth isolates lactochrome – a water-soluble, yellow fluorescent
material – from whey.

1932 Warburg and Christian extract a yellow enzyme from brewer's
yeast and suggest that it plays an important part in cell respira-
tion.

1933 Kuhn and coworkers obtain a crystalline yellow pigment with
growth-promoting properties from egg white and whey, which
they identify as vitamin B2.

1934 Kuhn and associates in Heidelberg, and Karrer and colleagues in
Zurich synthesise pure riboflavin.

1937 The Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the American
Medical Association names the vitamin ’riboflavin’.

1937 Theorell determines the structure of flavin mononucleotide, FMN.

1938 Warburg and Christian isolate and characterise flavin adenine
dinucleotide (FAD) and demonstrate its involvement as a
coenzyme.

1941 Sebrell and coworkers demonstrate clinical signs of riboflavin
deficiency in human feeding experiments.

1968 Glatzle and associates propose the use of the erythrocyte
glutathione reductase test as a measurement of riboflavin status.


